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Established in 1941, Local 889 was the first
office and clerical amalgamated local in the
United Auto Workers. Located in the city of
Warren since 1957, the offices of Local 889
have spanned from Mound Road to Dequindre
Road, and decades later, with hard work, sac-
rifice and dedication, Local 889 continues to
provide a center of solidarity and activism for
the entire community.

With 1,600 active members and more than
2,300 retired workers, Local 889's expansive
membership includes Daimler Chrysler office
and clerical workers of all Chrysler plants in
the metropolitan area, units at Delta Dental,
Detroit Marriott, Detroit Medical Center, as
well as Union Friendly Systems, Washington
Township, M.C.C.S.E. Family Court, Juvenile
Court, Specialized Offices, and Animal Control
of Macomb County. With Local 889 Inter-
national Representatives serving at the Inter-
national Union and Region | of the U.A.W., the
loyalty and outstanding leadership members
have truly brought this organization to new
heights.

Active with many organizations, Local 889
has worked hard through the years to reach
out to its surrounding community with Commu-
nity Action Programs, the Women's Com-
mittee, and so many recreational activities for
all ages. With its Educational Session, Civil
Rights, and Leadership Development pro-
grams, Local 889 has proven its commitment
to promoting civic education and service for its
entire community. Additionally, Local 889 has
truly led the way in press and publication, as
award winners from the Labor Union Press
Association for quarterly issues of the Local
889 White Collar Newspaper as well as win-
ners of 13 Marshall Recipient Awards since
1994 from the joint Chrysler-UAW National
Training Center.

Although history and time have changed the
Local, the spirit of Local 889 has remained
strong. | would like to personally congratulate
Local 889 on their 60th Anniversary, and |
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing
them on this landmark occasion.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO CAPTAIN
JEROME BALIUKAS

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Captain
Jerome Baliukas for his untiring service to the
United States Naval Reserve. On 8 December
2001, he will end a successful two year tour
as Commanding Officer of the Naval Strike
and Air Warfare Center (NSAWC 0194) at
Naval Air Station (NAS) Fallon, Nevada.

Captain Baliukas was born 31 March 1952
in Miami Beach, Florida. He attended Florida
International University and the University of
Miami in Coral Gables, Florida where he grad-
uated in 1974 with a Bachelor Degree in Fo-
rensic Science and a degree in Criminal Juris
Prudence. He reported to Pensacola, Florida
for Aviation Officer Candidate School and was
commissioned an Ensign in June of 1975.
Captain Baliukas was designated a Naval Avi-
ator in Beeville, Texas in July 1976.

Orders followed to F—4 transition training at
VF-121 in NAS Miramar, California. He then
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reported for Fleet Operational Training with
Fighter Squadron One Fifty Four (VF-154), as
a “Black Knight.” He was then designated for
Landing Signal Officer Training and completed
LSO School in Pensacola, Florida. In addition,
he held the positions of Power Plants Branch
Officer, Aircraft Division Officer, Assistant
Safety Officer, and Assistant Operations Offi-
cer, in addition to completing Naval Fighter
Weapons School.

Following his fleet tour, Captain Baliukas
was assigned to Fighter Squadron One Hun-
dred Twenty-One Fleet Replacement Training
Squadron as an F-4 instructor and Training
Landing Signal Officer. In addition, he was
designated to head the Tactics Training De-
partment and the Weapons Training Depart-
ment. While attached to VF-121 he was also
assigned to the Aircraft Acceptance and Car-
rier Suitability of the F-4S, where he assisted
in the fleet transition from F—4J/N to F-4S
while delivering 26 fleet ready aircraft to NAF
Atsugi, Japan. Captain Baliukas was then as-
signed to Fighter Squadron One Hundred
Twenty-Four for F-14 transition and assign-
ment as an instructor and Training Landing
Signal Officer. He then rotated back to the
fleet as a Airwing Landing Signal Officer with
Carrier Airwing Two at NAS Miramar where he
made two more additional Westpac Tours.

Captain Baliukas affiliated with VF-302 in
1984, as a “Stallion.” He held numerous posi-
tions of responsibility including Department
Head tours as Maintenance and Operations
Officer. He served as the Squadron Executive
Officer from 1991 to 1993. After the disestab-
lishment of Carrier Air Wing Thirty, he was se-
lected to become the Executive Officer and
Commanding Officer of the “Hunters” of VF-
201 at NAS Dallas and NAS Ft. Worth, Texas
from 1994 to 1997. In 1997 Captain Baliukas
was selected to join the staff of NSAWC 0287
as a Tactics Instructor and Evaluator. He be-
came Executive Officer of the NSAWC unit in
October 1999. During his career, he has accu-
mulated over 3,700 flight hours in tactical jet
aircraft and has completed over 680 day and
night aircraft carrier landings.

Captain Baliukas is a captain and flight in-
structor for American Airlines and currently
flies the Boeing B737-800 series aircraft. He
and his wife Kelley reside in Yuma, Arizona.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Captain
Baliukas for his dedicated service to the
United States Naval Reserves and sincerely
wish him well in his future naval career.

———

CHESANING HIGH SCHOOL
VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2001

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the Chesaning High School Varsity
Football Team, who recently won the 2001
Michigan Division 4 state title. In their heart-
stopping championship game played at the
Silverdome, located in Pontiac, Michigan, the
Chesaning Indians defeated the Orchard Lake
St. Mary’'s Eaglets 14-7 in overtime.

Led by Head Coach Jim Szappan and As-
sistant Coaches Steve Tithof, Dan Yates,
Scott Menard, Gary Gerken, Mike McGough,
and Joe Bogar, members of the 2001
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Chesaning Indians include: Jacob Smith (1),
Steve Korf (2), Tyler Alden (3), Justin Schnei-
der (5), AJ Guerrero (6), Matt Breier (7),
Jason Strachota (8), Tracey Baryo (9), Chris
Anderson (11), Matt Ferry (12), Brent
Bassham (17), Jacob Righi (20), Gordon
McKinnon (22), Mark Jungerheld (24), Craig
Welsenberger (32), Chris Barancik (33), Jason
Lentz (40), Paul Tithof (41), Jason Croucher
(42), Andrew Hasse (50), Joshua Gosselin
(52), Brent Conklin (53), D. Shawn Plonsky
(54), Jarod Hughes (55), Dan Reed (56),
Juanito Escamilla (57), Jonathan Bishop (58),
Nicholas D. Weigold (59), Jacob Devereaux
(61), Adam Orth (62), Jacob Henige (63),
Scott Schneider (68), Randy Coole (70), Justin
Maxa (71), R. Michael Adelberg (75), Brandon
Brainerd (80), Blake Cottrill (84), and Dennis
Winkelman (99).

The dedication that these players put forth
throughout the entire season is one of which
the entire district can be proud. Their victory
not only brought the team together in great
spirit, but their family, friends, and community
as well.

Once again, on behalf of the 4th Congres-
sional District of Michigan, | would like to con-
gratulate the coaches and members of the
Chesaning High School Varsity Team on their
achievement. | wish them the best in their fu-
ture football seasons.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2299,
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2002

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 30, 2001

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my most sincere appreciation to the
Transportation Appropriations conferees for
their outstanding work in preparing the FY
2002 Transportation Conference report. In re-
cent years, Sacramento has become one of
the fastest growing regions in the country.
This sudden surge in population has led to
massive traffic congestion and severe air qual-
ity problems. Ensuring that Sacramento’s in-
frastructure can simultaneously accommodate
this growth and improve the region’s air quality
is absolutely essential.

| am grateful for Chairman ROGER’'s and
Ranking Member SABO’'s commitment to pro-
viding appropriate funding levels for several
ongoing programs that are of vital importance
to maximizing efficiency in the greater Sac-
ramento region. These funds will provide
much needed transportation options to lower-
income individuals, improve the region’s air
quality and improve traffic flow in impacted
corridors.

In addition, the inclusion of first time funding
for the Interstate 5 Freeway Decking Project
represents a tremendous boost for the Sac-
ramento Riverfront Redevelopment Master
Plan. Once complete, this decking project will
allow the downtown Capitol Mall area to be re-
connected with the waterfront, helping Sac-
ramento to realize its long-term goal of linking
its major recreational, entertainment and cul-
tural districts with its major employment cen-
ter.
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